
Oyster River Middle School Chorus    2015-2016 

Chorus is one of four performance ensemble courses offered at Oyster River Middle School. 
Through singing, students will experience and explore the foundations of music. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
Students will... 
•Develop strength, awareness and control of their unique vocal instrument. 
•Analyze and discuss the physical process of singing 
•Learn rehearsal techniques that will contribute to a balanced, aesthetically-pleasing ensemble sound 
•Read music and develop independent musicianship 
•Learn performance techniques and practices for varied repertoire 
•Question and discuss music in regards to the aesthetic process 
•Develop a mind-body connection to singing, demonstrating energy and expression through song 
•Develop the skills of teamwork, trust, responsibility and respect and discuss how these would impact 
every musician 
Rehearsal Expectation/Attendance: Be in assigned seat with your folder on time. Be ready to work 
hard. Please use the bathroom prior to class and bring a water bottle to rehearsal to avoid any 
unnecessary interruptions (we only have a minimal amount of time together- so let’s utilize it) Hats, 
food, gum and drinks are not permitted in class. Unless you are excused from school, you are expected 
to be in class. If you are in an instrument ensemble as well as chorus please see read the section below 
for students in both instrumental and vocal ensembles. 

Students in both instrumental and vocal ensembles at ORMS will be held to the same standard as 
students in one or the other. By signing up for both chorus and band/orchestra you are making an 
fantastic choice to develop all areas of musicianship. Kudos to you! This does mean, however, that 
your level of commitment and responsibility in the music department is greater. Below I have outlined 
a few expectations that are specific to you. 
•You will receive a grade for each ensemble which will then be averaged together for a music grade.  
•You will be expected to attend your instrumental ensemble 2 out of the 3 scheduled music rehearsals 
each week and attend chorus for 1 scheduled rehearsal.  
•You will be required to make-up 45 minutes missed rehearsal time each week outside of the 
scheduled music time. Students who are not able to meet outside of class with enough regularity for 
making up for missed class time will be dropped from chorus. This can be made up before or after 
school, the last 15 minutes of your lunch period and during Ms. Olberg’s free blocks. The first week of 
school you will get a detailed list of available times. The list will be posted outside of the classroom, on 
google classroom and the ORMS chorus website.  
•You will be expected to set up this rehearsal time with Ms. Olberg and can choose whatever fits best 
into your schedule. I suggest choosing a weekly schedule and sticking to it. For instance, coming in for 
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the last 15 minutes of three lunches each week, or staying after school each Tuesday for 30 minutes as 
well as coming in after lunch one day a week. I do acknowledge this is a new policy and we will take 
the first few weeks of school to work together to see that it is successful. 

Assessment: Please see attached ORMS Chorus Standards, Indicators and Assessment Overview. 
These documents are also available for reference on the ORMS Chorus website. If you have any 
questions or concerns regarding grading please don’t hesitate to contact me via email! 

Concert attendance/expectations:  There will be two performances towards the end of each semester. 
Attendance at both concerts is a pre-requisite for receiving credit for each semester. Extenuating 
circumstances should be brought to the attention of Ms. Olberg no later than 6-weeks before the 
scheduled concert.  Students should arrive promptly in concert dress- one half hour before 
performance.   
Being part of an ensemble in an academic setting requires a unique degree of commitment as 

your work directly impacts the success of the whole. 

Concert attire: Concert attire for all vocal performing ensembles is professional. 
Girls: Modest white top, black pants or black skirt/tights, black dress shoes 
Boys: Black pants, white dress shirt, tie and black dress shoes 

To achieve our uniform look please keep the following in mind. 
- Shirts must have sleeves. 
- Shirts should be solid black with no graphics or added color. 
- Shirts should cover entire torso! 
- Leggings, yoga pants or basketball shorts are not acceptable pants for this opportunity. 
- Skirts should be at least knee length and accompanied by solid black tights. 
- Shoes should be solid black and comfortable. 
- Attire should look neat and be free of wrinkles and stains. 
- This outfit should be professional and be more dressy than your daily attire. We are representing our 
school and want to do so with pride.  

If you need assistance in finding any of these items and/or don’t have the means to purchase an outfit 
please don’t hesitate to come see me well in advance of the performance. On the other end, if you 
have extra articles in good condition that you would like to donate to students in need, please send 
them in! 
Literature selection: Literature selections will be based educational considerations.  These will include 
developing vocal techniques and musicianship, exposure to influential composers and compositional 
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styles, and enhancing the overall choral experience. The ensemble will prepare and perform high 
quality repertoire. Entertainment is not a goal of any public school music program. Rather, it is a 
desired by product to an academic agenda which has been successfully achieved. 

"I should be sorry if I only entertained them. I wished to make them better." 
George Frideric Handel 

DATES AT A GLANCE... 
November 
3 - 8th Grade Guitar Concert 
December 
3 - Music Concert- 7th grade chorus, 8th grade chorus, 8th Grade Band, Jazz Band  7pm 
9 - Music Concert- 6th grade band, 7th grade band and 6th grade chorus  7 pm 
15 - Music Concert- Orchestra and Advanced Orchestra   7 pm 
January 
21 - Music Concert- 5th Grade Band, 5th Grade Chorus, 5th Grade Orchestra  7 pm 
28 - 8th Grade Guitar Concert 
May 
10 - All District Orchestra Concert 
June 
6 - 5-7 Band Concert 7pm 
9 - 5-8 Chorus Concert 7pm 

Art by the many is at its best when it not only allows but also inspires the greatest possible 
individual participation, self-discipline and self-expression. 

-Robert Shaw 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
By signing below I acknowledge that I have received and read the 2015-2016 ORMS Chorus syllabus. 

Student Name:_______________________________  Student Signature:__________________________________ 

Parent Name:________________________________ Parent Signature:___________________________________ 

Parent preferred email:_________________________________________________________ 

Date:_______________________

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/4149202.George_Frideric_Handel

